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CONPIDENTIAL ATHENS 7637 
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SUBJECT: NATO MINISTERIAL GUIDANCE AND GREECE 
REF: STATE 229458 

BECAUSE THRUST OP SECDEF LETTER TRANSMITTED REPTEL IS 
NEED POR NATO ALLIES TO COOPERATE EVEN MORE CLOSELY, AND 
SINCE GREECE AT THIS TIME SEEMS INTENT ON OPTING OUT OP 
NATO, IT DOES NOT SEEM APPROPRIATE TO US TO DELIVER 
LETTER PORMALLY TO GREEK DEFMIN AVEROPF. HOWEVER, WE 
BELIEVE THAT PROVISION OF ORAL BRIEFING TO DEFMIN, ALONG 
WITH AN INFORMAL UNSIGNED AND UNADDRESSED COPY OP THE TEXT 
OP THE LETTER, WOULD CONVEY TO GREEKS OUR ABIDING INTEREST 
IN KEEPING THEM INVOLVED IN AND ASSOCIATED WITH NATO 
WITHOUT SEEMING TO BE PUSHING THEM IN ANY WAY AT THIS 
TIME. 
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